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SILVER ANNIVERSARY HISTORY 
of 
- THERON RANKIN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
1955 — 1980 


Written history can be no more than the echo of yesteryears, 
but it also can be a prophecy, like the barrel of a gun, to give 
direction toward a target. The direction and distance a golf ball 
travels depends on the direction and force of the club behind it. 
Of course this is not to say that our future is the victim of 
history, but let us search our past with an eye on the future. 


A CHILD IS BORN 


If we could capture distant echoes, centuric: old, we might 
hear Baptist voices in the state of Maine, September 25, 1682, as 
these people organize a Baptist Church at Kittery. Compelled by 
persecution, these Baptists moved down the coast in about 1684 
with Willizm Screven as pastor, and settled on Cooper River in 
South Carolina near a place known then as Charles Town. 
This is the first Baptist Church on record in the South, and in 
1693 this church, enlarged and strengthened by immigrant Bap- 
fists, moved to Charles Town where in 1699 William Elliott deed- 
ed a parcel of land to our Baptists ancestors. ! Today this same 
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lot with a continuous history is the place of the First Baptist 
Church house at Charleston, South Carolina. The house itself is 
more than 150 years old. 

In time other Baptist churches sprang up near Charleston. 
Then came Charleston Association organized in 1751 which 
mothered other associations. One of them was the Broad River 
Association, organized in 1800.2 Broad River mothered Catawba 
River in 1827," and Catawba River mothered the South Fork, 
November 22, 1878.2 The Theron Rankin took her rise from 
the South Fork in 1955, November 6. 

The South Fork owes her origin very much to the leadership 
of Major W. A. Graham, Jr., a Confederate veteran.° His father 
was W, A. Graham, Sr., governor of North Carolina, 1845-1849. 
The major himself was commissioner of agriculture in our state 
for some two decades. He served the North Carolina Baptist 
Convention one year as president, elected in 1878. Though he 
was from a Presbyterian family, he was a staunch Baptist and 
wrote a history of the South Fork Association, published in 
1900. In his history he states that the South Fork comprised 
churches in Gaston, Lincoln, and Catawba counties, and two in 
Burke County. | 

In 1903 the South Fork Institute was established in Maiden, 
a private high school, and when it was discontinued in 1917 and 
the property sold in sections, the proceeds, after debts, were used 
as an endowment for college students. The churches of Gaston 
County formed the Gaston Association in 1919, and this endow- 
ment fund was divided equally between the two associations. 


2 History of North Carolina Baptists, Paschal, Vol. I, page 247 

3History of North Carolina Baptists, Paschal, Vol. II, page 390 

4History of North Carolina Baptists, Paschal, Vol. II, page 392 

History of the South Fork Baptist Association, Grabam, page 
107 

Date o f rank 9-30-1863, North Carolina Troops, L. H. Manarin, 
and History of Catawba County, C. J. Preslar, and general 
reading. 

7 Such information gleaned largely from Assoctational Minutes 
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Industrial developments attracted the population of this area 
toward Hickory. All of this section was settled largely by Penn- 
sylvania Dutch, predominantly Lutheran, but there was also a 
Baptist influence that coped with the Lutherans who now have 
a strong school in Lenoir-Rhyne College at Hickory which 
opened September 1, 1891. It stood up well also with the Re- 
formed (United Ghurcs of Christ) who set up Catawba College ae 
Newton in the fall of 1851, which moved in 1925 to Salisbury. 
While there were strong churches throughout the South Fork, the 
concentration was in northwest Catawba County. As an act of 
expediency for closely associated work in this metropolis, it be- 
came evident that the association should divide again. 

A meeting was called to be held at the First Church of Maiden, 
November 6, 1955, in the afternoon of this Lord’s Day, and at 
this meeting letters were granted to twenty-four churches. Their 
messengers withdrew to the East Maiden Church, a mile east, to 
organize What is now Theron Rankin Baptist Association. To- 
gether with these churches were two from Catawba River Associ- 
ation, Icard First and Hildebran First (known then as Bethany) 
and these twenty-six churches became the charter churches of 
the Theron Rankin. Without any predetermined design, it 
developed that these churches were all on, or north of, Highway 
10. So looking back over these years we see that the roots of our 
association run deep through several strata of associations, and 
through soils rich in Christian and denominational dedication. 
We take pride in the faith of our fathers and the quality of 
their faith. 

The twenty-six charter churches are: Bethany (Hildebran 
First), Brookford, Catawba, Claremont, Conover, Corinth, Cal- 
vary, Community, East Hickory, Hickory First, Highland, Long- 
view, Oakland Heights, Penelope, Temple, Viewmont, West Hick- 
ory, Icard First, Mountain Grove, Newton First, North Newton, 
Oxford Community, Oyama, Providence, Sandy Ridge, and War- 
lick’s. Community, Oakland Heights, Conover, and the Calvary 
Church at Hickory have withdrawn from our fellowship. The Cal- 
vary Church listed on our roll now is in Newton, and came to us 
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from the South Fork Association in 1970. The Oxford Commu- 
nity Church was reorganized and is now Oxford Church. Oyama 
Church changed her name to Fairgrove Church. At one time 
Oyama was the generally used name for the Fairgrove Church 
community. 


A NAMES GIVEN 


In selecting a name for our association, we turned to one of 
the most popular missionaries of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, the late Dr. Milledge Theron Rankin, who died June 27, 
1953. When Mr. Rankin was a boy, son of a Baptist minister in 
South Carolina, he felt inclined toward the ministry. In 1912 
he entered Furman University, Greenville, South Carolina, but 
found it necessary to drop out for two years for financial reasons 
to work at Salisbury, North Carolina, keeping records in the of- 
fice of a lumber plant. He said this experience with figures 
became an asset to him later on mission fields. He completed his 
college work at Wake Forest, and did his seminary work at Louis- 
ville, Kentucky. | 

There, in the Woman’s Missionary Union Training School, on 
the same campus, he met Valleria Greene whose parents were 
missionaries to China where she spent her youth. It was on the 
Southern Seminary campus that each volunteered on the same 
day, but in separate services, to be missionaries. Neither of them 
was aware of what the other had done. To this young man 
Valleria became his Rebecca. (In the Bible, Genesis 24, we are 
told that Abraham sent his servant Eliezar, Genesis 15:2, to 
Mesopotamia to take a wife for his son Isaac, and that he chose 
Rebecca.) When this young man went to China as a missionary, 
he had a special tutor to teach him the native language — his 
wife, Valleria. 

M. T. Rankin’s work was always outstanding, and in 1945 he 
became executive secretary of the Foreign Mission Board. Our 
missionary zeal, inspired by men like R. K. Benfield, Hickory 
First, who has served on the Foreign Mission Board, and Fritz D. 
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Hemphill, West Hickory Church, and others who were instru- 
mental in promoting the new association, naturally led us to our 
name, the Theron Rankin Baptist Association. Missions at home 
and “unto the uttermost part” have been our pride and first 
concern. This is reflected in the gifts we have made through the 
Foreign Mission Board, and in the extension work we have done 
on our own fields. 


FIRST STEPS 


The division of the South Fork territory meant also the 
division of leadership. We were well equipped with seasoned 
leaders for the new association. Fritz D. Hemphill, moderator, 
and Helen Cater, clerk, at the 1955 South Fork Maiden meeting, 
were elected to the same offices in the East Maiden organization 
meeting. Roger Williams became vice moderator, and James 
Wilder, treasurer, both experienced pastors. 

The old scholarship fund was left to the South Fork, and 
Theron Rankin set up a scholarship fund of her own. The Star- 
town Church, for many years inactive, was getting re-established, 
and her formal reorganization was held after the Theron Rankin 
Association was established. It is known now as the First Baptist 
Church of Startown. An executive Committee was set up, and a 
constitution was adopted. The Executive Committee was author- 
ized to decide on a name for the association, and so Theron 
Rankin Baptist Association got under way. 


PROGRESSIVE STEPS 


One of the first and most progressive steps teken by Theron 
Rankin wes the establishment of a Central Training School, or 
better, the continuation of cne already started in the Hickory 
Area. 

This school is the brainchild of the late Fritz D. Hemphill. In 
1949 he led the West Hickory Church, where he was pastor, 
to attempt such a school and to invite others to attend. This 
became the first of 2 growing movement that ballooned into a 
huge success, and is still a part of our associational program. 
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In 1952 the school went city-wide with a roll of 523 that year. 
The city effort was promoted through the city pastors who 
cleared their calendars for this week of specialized training. 
Always while Hemphill was pastor of West Hickory, he was the 
director. 

When Theron Rankin Association was formed, the training 
school went association-wide, but from time to time there 
were changes. At first the meetings were held at the same 
place each year, then it went from church to church especially 
where the church was large enough to serve a large enrollment. 
Instead of five days, the school went to three days. Curriculum 
emphases were Sunday School, Church Training, Music and 
Missions with some variations. When this week is given over to 
the World Missions Conference, the mornings are devoted to 
panel discussions held in a local church. Otherwise there are no 
morning sessions. Always provision is made for all age groups. 

The Central Training School has drawn nationwide recog- 
nition, and association-wide popularity. It takes many months 
to locate convention-wide speakers in time to synchronize dates, 
so much time goes into the preparation for each school. 


‘And the Lord Added” 

In these twenty-five years the Lord has added to our associa- 
tion six churches, and there is one waiting for membership. The 
Springs Road Church was organized in 1957 and sponsored by 
Highland Church. Woodlwan Church in Conover was sponsored 
by East Hickory and instituted in 1958. Central Church was a 
product of Hildebran First Church and organized in 1961. With- 
out a sponsor the Unity Church was chartered also in 1961. The 
First Church of Hickory sponsored Lakeview Church and it char- 
tered in 1962. Oxford Church had been in operation for several 


years but needed help. It was reorganized on a firm basis by the. . 


Highland Church in 1965. Trinity Church at Newton came outof _ 
the First Church thére of its own initiative and chartered March. . 
9, 1980 and three of the 88 charter members came by baptism. 
This church is under watchcare now. | 

A Mission site has been bought in the neighborhood of Ca- 
tawba Country Club for the expressed prupose of having these 
seven acres available and ideally located to serve the expected 
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population when Highway 321 is built through this part of 
the county. 


Frelon W. Broome 

At our organization James Wilder, pastor of Newton First, was 
made interim treasurer. Heath Marsh was our first full-term 
treasurer, 1956-1960. Since that time Frelon Broome has been 
associational treasurer. His complete and accurate reports have 
been made faithfully to the quarterly Executive Committee 
meetings, and of course they have been printed in our annual 
minutes. Broome is a business man, insurance, and thoroughly 
qualified for this kind of work. He has used his experience and 
expertise freely, faithfully, and cheerfully, and certainly very 
much to our advantage. 


Liquor-By-The-Drink Referendum 

Twice Catawba County has heid a referendum on liquor-by- 
the-drink. In November of 1973 William J. Furr, pastor of 
Newton First, was county chairman of the Christian Action 
League. In his report to our asscciation he stated that the effort 
to get liquor by the drink was defeated by a ratio of seven to 
three. In 1979 another referendum was held and our mederator, 
Phillip King, was our leader this time. Again the defeat was over- 
whelming. The success of this vote involved church members of 
many denominations. The liquor forces brought severe charges 
in the last campaign, and used television. We can take pride in 
the forceful defense of our associational position by Brother 
King. Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “We boil at differeni degrees.” 
We have tried to “keep our cool” without getting lukewarm. 
We did. 


Vosco H. White 
It seems that the South Fork Association did not have an en- 
rollment committee until 1951. Perhaps the entertaining church 
provided this service until then. In the 1950 annual session such 
@ committee was included in the slate of special committees, and 
V. H. White was the chairman. This committee functioned first 
in the 1951 meeting. Vosco White served in this capacity in the 
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South Fork until the Theron Rankin was organized. 

For the twenty-five years of our history, White has continued 
to supervise the registration of our messengers and visitors. He 
has taken pride in this ministry and has made special efforts to be 
on the job, even when it seemed once that hospitalization might 
keep him away. It is with great appreciation that we reflect upon 
the excellent plans and preparations he has made to be ready to 
report up-to-date totals at each session whenever such a report 
was wanted. All this time White has been a member of High- 
land Church. 


Scholarships 


In these twenty-five years forty-seven young people have re- 
ceived aid from our association in the form of scholarships. They 
represent twenty-one churches and a total of $17,820.00 for the 
full time of our history. We submit the list Miss Cater has kept in 
her office, showing the year, person, school, and church. They 
are grouped according the the amount of scholarship. 


Year Name of Person School Attended Person’s Church 
For a Scholarship of $175.00 Each 


1956 Helen Brooks Mars Hill Highland 

1958 Loretta Duncan Mars Hill Hickory, First 
Joe Hester Gardner-Webb Newton, First 

1959 Elizabeth McGee Wingate Newton, First 
Kay Kirby Furman Temple 

1960 Beverly Gibbs Southeast. Sem. Highland 
Patricia Couch Mars Hill Fairbrook 

1964 Martha Penley Mars Hill Central 

1965 Sylvia Byrd Wingate Sandy Ridge 
James Robinson Chowan Temple 
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Year Name of Person 


1966 


1967 


1968 


1969 


1970 


1971 


Joyce Bodlien Mars Hill 
Patsy Davis Mars Hill 
Marty Phillips Gardner-Webb 


James E. Robinson Chowan 


School Attended Person’s Church 


Woodlawn 
Newton, First 
Penelope 
Temple 


For a Scholarship of $200.00 Each 


Donna Leigh Oliver Mars Hill 
Mrs. Wade Stamey — Gardner-Webb 
Larry Franklin Tuggle Wake Forest 
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Cindy Byler Mars Hill Hickory, First 
Patsy Davis Mars Hill Newton, First 
Arlene Oliver Mars Hill Hildebran, First 
‘Thomas C, Reece Mars Hill Sandy Ridge 
Cindy Byler Mars Hill Hickory, First 
Arlene Oliver Mars Hill Hildebran, First 
Marty Phillips Mars Hill Penelope 

For a Scholarship of $300.00 Each 
Sheely Coley Wingate Newton, First 
Scott Goode Gardner-Webb Central 
Michaei Sigmen Mars Hill Penelope 
Richard V. Maxctin, Ir. Gardner-Webb _— Providence 
Mrs. Wade Stamey Gardner-Webb _—__ Central 
Richard V. Martin Gardner-Webb ___ Providence 
Scott Goode Gardner-Webb _—_ Central 
Melodie Penley Meredith Penelope 
jill Phillips Meredith Perielope 
Donna Oliver Mars Hill Hildebran, First 
Michael Sigmon Mars Hill Penelope 
Gary Gilbert Mars Hill Centra! 
Charles Ed. johnson Gardner-Webb Central 


Hildebran, First 
Central 
Emmanuel 


Year Name of Person 
1971 Brenda Kaye Evans 
1972 Michael Williams 


1973 Renae Buchanan 
Frances Pendley 


1974 Gail Newton 
Joanne Isbell 
Frances Pendley 


School Attended Person’s Church 


Gardner-Webb 
Mars Hill 


Mars Hill 
Mars Hill 


Gardner-Webb 
Gardner-Webb 
Mars Hill 


Central 
West Hickory 


West Hickory 
Penelope 


Longview 
Fairgrove 
Penelope 


For a Scholarship of $350.00 Each 


1976 Robert L. Cooke 
Bonnie Ann Estes 
Mary V. Mothershed 
1977 Robert L. Cooke 
Shari Diane Lafone 
Michael Rowin Rowe 
1978 Kenneth Lee Teague 
Bonnie Ann Estes 
Shari Diane Lafone 
1979 Carolyn Burroughs 
Debra Lynn Little 
Michael Robin Rowe 


1980 Tanya Dawn Little 


Constance Lynn Russell Southern Sem. 


Carolyn Burrough 


Gardner-Webb 
Gardner-Webb 


Southeast. Sem. 


Gardner-Webb 
Mars Hill 
Gardner-Webb 


Gardner-Webb 
Gardner-Webb 
Mars Hill 

Gardner-Webb 
Gardner-Webb 
Gardner-Webb 
Gardner-Webb 


Gardner-Webb 


Icard, First 
Calvary 
Hickory, First 


Icard, First 
Viewmont 
West Hickory 


Oxford 
Calvary 


Viewmont 


West Hickory 


Claremont, First 


West Hickory 


Claremont, First 


Highland 
West Hickory 


For a Scholarship of $500.00 Each 


“1975 C, Russell Chappell 


Gardner-Webb 
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Viewmont 


Year Name of Person School Attended Person’s Church 
1975 Jody Harwood Gardner-Webb Hickory, First 
For a Scholarship of $215.00 Each 


1978 Pamela Ann McClaslin Gardner-Webb = Corinth 
Debra Lynn Little Gardner-Webb Claremont, First 
Joyce Diane Smith Garnder-Webb Woodlawn 


No name appears for the years when no application was made 
for a scholarship. In 1978 three who were eliminated were so 
deserving that a special solicitation was made and divided equally 
among them. 


The Silver Anniversary Mission Site 

The Extension Committee appointed in the 1975 annual asso- 
ciational meeting met several times that year. Hickory First host- 
ed the first meeting and present were R. F. Smith, Jr., Homer 
Greene, Martin Frank, Lloyd Pittman, and Alvin Waiker, chair- 
man. It was decided at this meeting to investigate the possibility 
of getting land south of Hickory that could be used later for a 
mission and eventually 4 church. This was suggested because 
Highway 321 is scheduled to be rerouted through this part of the 
county. 

A subcommittee was set up to explore this possibility, and on 
it were experienced businessmen; namely, Bruce Teague, Larry 
Penley, C. W. Broome, Don Wilson, and, ex-officio, the moder- 
ator Homer Brady who chaired this subcommittee. 

Working with the Executive Committee and the advice of Dr. 
E. C. Upchurch of the State Convention, a seven-acre tract was 
recommended to the annual meeting of the association in 1976 
at the price of $6,000.CO an acre. We were not charged for one 
of these as Norman James donated this acre, so we assumed a 
debt of $36,000.00 and interest. Three acres were bought from 
Gerald Yoder, and three from Mr. James who donated another 
acre. 

The first plan was to borrow from our invested fund for im- 
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mediate use and if necessary to borrow again. It developed that 
we never had to borrow from ourselves, but every time a pay- 
ment was due, voluntary contributions had been made sufficient- 
ly to cover it. 

Immediate use of the land was not anticipated by the commit- 
tee. The original idea was to get enough land while it was avail- 
able in one piece, and likely at a better price than when the new 
highway had been completed. It is expected that people will buy 
and build in this section, and we want to be prepared with a 
place for an ideal mission or church. Neighboring churches are 
already accommodating the established residency. Interest de- 
veloped rapidly and soon a handsome sign was erected near the 
road, State Road 1008, marking the spot as the home of a future 
Southern Baptist Church. A census was taken in May (1980), 
and to pursue this subject would mean to step out of the pages 
of history into a hopeful future. At present we are filling the 
waterpots (John 2) with firkins of water, and hope to draw out 
wine that only God can make from the substance of our present 
investments. 


In Convention Ministries 
Our denomination has called on many Theron Rankin leaders 
to serve in various capacities during these twenty-five years. 
Their names have been published in our annual minutes, and we 
list them here alphabetically with their places and dates of 
service. Unless otherwise designated, or obviously in out-of-state 
location, they are in the North Carolina Baptist Convention. 


Baker, Smoot: General Board, 1976-1978, serving on the Evan- 
gelism Committee. 


Beals, Roy: General Board, 1972-1974, chairman of Place and 
Preacher Committee, 1973. 


Benfield, R. Knolan, Sr.: trustee of Children’s Homes, 1966-1977 
a | 


Brittain, Marshall S.: trustee, Wingate College, 1962-1963. 
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Byler, David: chorister, Pastors Conference, 1968-1977. 
Carr, Mrs. E. N.: trustee, Mars Hill College, 1963-1965. 


Cater, Helen: secretary-treasurer, Directors of Missions Con- 
ference, 1962-1970. 


Chandler, Ted: trustee, Children’s Homes, 1971-1977; chair- 
man of Place and Preacher Committee, 1972-1973; served on 
Special Study Committee, Baptist Hospital, 1973. 

Craig, J. Harold: trustee, Home Missions Board, 1976-1978. 

Deal, Harold E.: trustee, Children’s Homes, 1976-1979. 


DeHart, G. Wayne: trustee, Gardner-Webb College, 1964-1966, 
1970-1973. 


Dehart, Mrs. Wayne: trustee, Gardner-Webb College, 1978-1980. 

Field, A. H.: trustee, Baptist Hospital, 1961-1963, 1965-1968, 
1970-1973, 1976-1978; served on Trustee Orientation Com- 
mittee, 1977-1978. 

Fox, C.G.: trustee, Mars Hill College, 1959-1962, 1965-1968. 


Fox, Edgar: trustee, Baptist Foundation, 1957. 


Fox, Howell C.: trustee, Mars Hill College, 1970-1972, 1975- 
1977. 


Frans, L. P.: trustee, Mars Hill College, 1960; trustee, Baptist 
Foundation, 1965-1967. 


Frans, Mrs. L. P.: trustee, Baptist Homes, 1961-1964, 1967- 


1969; trustee, Baptist Foundation, 1964; trustee, Gardner- 
Webb College, 1973-1975. 
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Furr, William J.: Place and Preacher Committee, 1974. 

Greene, Donald: General Board, 1961-1963; secretary, Brother- 
hood, 1970-1971; Program Committee, 1969; trustee, Gard- 
ner-Webb College, 1975-1977; trustee, Orientation Commit- 
tee, 1978-1979; Parliamentarian, 1977-1979. 

Hand, G. Othell: director, Biblical Recorder, 1961-1962. 


Hayes, Hayden B.: trustee, Merideth College, 1962-1964, 
1967-1969; Home Mission Board, 1962-1966. 


Hemphill, Fritz D.: General Board, 1955-1956; trustee, Wake 
Forest University, 1959-1960. 


High, Charles: Nominating Committee, 1977-1978. 


King, H. Phillip: Program Committee, 1974; trustee, Chowan 
College, 1979-1980. 


Marsh, H. B.: General Board, 1964 at large. 


Mills, William T.: trustee, Campbell College, 1979-1980; trustee, 
Golden Gate Seminary, 1980. 


Mobley, Billy T.: General Board services rendered, 1978-1980; 
trustee, Campbell College, 1978-1979; Sunday School Board, 
1978-1980. 

Murphy, O. Jack: trustee, Wake Forest University, 1962-1963. 

Ogle, Bruce: General Board, 1980. 

Piercy, Jimmy M.: trustee, Mars Hill College, 1980. 

Phillips, Larry: president, N. C. Chapter, Southeastern Seminary 
Alumni, 1976. 
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Pruitt, T. P., Sr.: Executive Committee, 1957-1958; trustee, 
Wake Forest University, 1957, 1958. 


Pruitt, Thomas P., Jr.: trustee, Baptist Hospital, 1964-1967, 
1970-1972. 


Riddle, Wayne: General Board, 1964-1967. 


Rowles, James. R. Jr.: General Board, 1967-1970; Resolutions 
Committee, 1973. 


Robinson, J. R.: Trustee, Southern Seminary, 1963; trustee, 
Gardner-Webb College, 1965-1968, 1970-1971; Annuity 
Board, 1970; Arrangement Committee, 1969. 

Smith, R. F., Jr.: trustee, Wake Forest University, 1975-1977; 
trustee, Southeastern Seminary, 1975-1978; chairman, Medical 
Center Board, Bowman Gray School of Medicine, 1976-1977. 

Tate, E. Murray, Jr.: Program Committee, 1973; General Board, 
1976-1978 from Region Eight, chairman of Life and Services 
Rendered Committee of General Board, 1977-1978. 

Teague, Bruce: trustee, Gardner-Webb College, 1975-1977. 


Teague, Mrs. C. Van: asst. sec., N. C. Woman’s Missionary 
Union, 1979-1980. 


Tester, Harold: General Board, 1964. 

Young, Albert A.: General Board, 1957-1960; trustee, Baptist 
Foundation, 1961-1965, 1970-1975; Place and Preacher, 
1969. 

TIME TESTED TENURES 


An association is a complex composite with group and per- 
sonal activities. Some are related directly to associational work, 
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some, as pastorates, perhaps indirectly. Let us observe some of 
the more obvious, those with long tenures especially, and with 
apologies to others who also are deserving of mention. 


George Roy Beals 

When a man’s work is long at one place, his enduring qualities 
become his characteristics, arid in the case of Roy Beals, his 
chief characteristic is evangelism. The bold color of evangelism 
remains bright on all the pictures he has painted in four fine 
pastorates. Two of these pastorates were in Catawba County, 
Newton First and Highland. 

Born in Coal Grove, Ohio, January 15, 1910, George Roy 
Beals went to high school in Ohio as did his wife, Pauline Gibson, 
of Ironton, Ohio. He went to Rio Grande College, Rio Grande, 
Ohio, on a football scholarship, and again on such scholarship 
(a fullback) he went to Marshall College, Huntington, West 
Virginia. His postgraduate work was done at Southern Baptist 
Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, where he took his Th.B. He 
was ordained in Lorain Street Church in Ironton, Ohio. His two 
other pastorates were in Carrolton, Kentucky, and at Goldsboro, 
North Carolina. 

He came to Highland Church in 1963 and retired there in 
1975. In this period the church had 1,400 additions and about a 
third of them came by baptism. Seven nearby houses were 
bought in this time and the combined lots were turned into a 
parking area after razing the houses. Groundwork was laid for 
the new addition including architectural plans which came in 
the pastorate of Charles High. 

Beals has been one of our moderators, and president both of 
the Theron Rankin, and the Hickory, pastors conferences. Of- 
ferings to the Cooperative Program and other mission work in- 
creased in these twelve years by 300 percent. In 1972 Highland 
reported the largest Vacation Bible School enrollment in the 
State, 896, which included the mission Vacation Bible School 
report. 

In our state Beals has been president of the Pastors Confer- 
ence, a trustee of Gardner-Webb College, a member of the nom- 
inating committee, and has served on a number of special com- 
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mittees. He brought the annual sermon to our association in 
1969 at the Springs Road Church. At Goldsboro the church 
enrollment reached 1,700 in nine years, beginning with zero at 
the organization of this church, and there was an average of 700 
attending Sunday School. Two missions were started there that 
developed into churches. In the some five years of his retire- 
ment, Beals has served six churches as interim pastor. Twelve 
years of such work is a signal contribution to our association. 


David O. Byler 

Dr. G. Othell Hand came to the pastorate of Hickory First, 
February 1, 1958, and that is when the Rev. David Byler came to 
be minister of music for this church. So, Mr. Byler has been with 
the First Church of Hickory and in Theron Rankin Association 
for twenty-two years. He has been minister of music for our 
association, and twice he has been our vice moderator. He also is 
a past president of the Hickory Ministerial Association. 

For ten years he has served as song leader for the North 
Carolina Pastors Conference. In eighteen states he has led singing 
in revivals, and has given concerts in several colleges as a tenor 
soloist. He has served as adjudicator for several State Musical 
Festivals, and for two years directed the Georgia State Festival 
at Rock 4-H Camp. 

Born in Poland, Ohio, February 17, 1920, he was the son of a 
minister, and one of ten children. Asa family they traveled and 
sang in thirty-three states, Mexico, and Canada. Byler took his 
B.A. degree in Bible and Music from Goshen College, Indiana. 
An ordained minister, he did his postgraduate work at Southern 
Baptist Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, where he got his B. S. M. 
in 1950. Byler has taken his choirs on tours into ten states in- 
cluding cities like Boston, New York, and Chicago. Obviously 
this man has been an asset to Theron Rankin in the field of 
music. But also he has served on many committees and in other 
offices that are not directly music related. 


Helen Louise Cater 
We have come to think of the names, Helen Cater and Theron 


Rankin Association, as synonyms. Helen has been our clerk all 
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these twenty-five years and practically she has been promotional 
secretary for the same period. Her first associational work was in 
the forties when she was president of YWA Council. In 1948 she 
began serving West Hickory Church as part-time secretary. This 
is a manner of speaking for Helen has never been part-time about 
anything. In 1954 she became clerk of the South Fork Associa- 
tion and continued in this office when the Theron Rankin was 
organized. For many years the Outstanding Certificate of 
Achievement was awarded to associational clerks who measured 
up to certain specified requirements. Helen has been honored 
with a certificate every year until this practice was discontinued. 
Officially she became promotional secretary February 15, 1961. 

Helen Louise Cater was born in Seneca, South Carolina, 
August 8, 1919. She came to North Carolina in 1931 and in 
1934 she professed faith in Christ and was baptized into the West 
Hickory Church by the pastor, W. W. Marr. Very soon she joined 
the church choir where she has served since with special pride. 

In the Theron Rankin, she became an enlisted assistant to the 
moderator and others who called on her for help. “The Theron 
Rankin News,” monthly paper, got started as a joint enterprise 
among several, but soon became her responsibility completely. 
In the first issue moderator Hemphill stated that the paper would 
be issued whenever the pressure built up. This paper has been 
the wheel to help keep associational activities moving, and Helen 
has been the hub. She is an assistant on call to any officer or 
person in need, a human computer for activities and schedules. 

By nature Helen Cater is a business woman. When she gradu- 
ated from high school she started working for her father as 
secretary of what is now Cater’s Radio and Television. She is 
conscientious about the use of associational money, and knows 
how to drive a good but honest bargain. Any associational 
achievement is a source of pride to her which means that she 
herself has been a catalysing influence on all our work. Because 
of her self-effacing humility, factual information about Helen for 
this story has been “extracted” almost by intrigue. 

It is said that hearing is caused by vibrations, and that they 
come in octaves, each vibrating twice as fast as the octave below. 
What we hear is all in the first eleven octaves. The next eight are 
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radio octaves. Vibrations are so short and so fast in octave 49 
that we can see them. It seems that all we see is in this octave. 
Now if we could put these visible waves into slow motion, would 
we not change them back into sound? Assuming this were pos- 
sible, all that we have seen these twenty-five years in the associa- 
tional work of Helen Cater would be translated into music, surely 
something like Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata. Of course, we 
would title it Theron Rankin Sonata by Helen Cater. In the in- 
spiration of this sonata we enter another period of history, and 
hope to develop an orchestration of heavenly music made visible 
to those about us. 


J. Harold Craig 

Time-tested and otherwise-tested, Harold Craig has established 
himself in our history not only for talent and versatility of minis- 
tries, but He has become a personal symbol of dedicated activity. 
When he left the Penelope Church to go to Temple Church in 
Durham of our state in 1977, the following paragraphs appeared 
in the “Theron Rankin News,” Helen Cater, editor: 

We want to express our appreciation to Harold Craig 
for outstanding service to our association during the 
15% years he has been serving Penelope Church as 
Minister of Music and Education. Harold has served 
very effectively as Director of our Central Training 
School for the past eleven years. Also he has served as 
Director of Music, as Director of Vacation Bible 
School, and President of the Baptist Pastors Con- 
ference. 

His wife, Peggy, also has served in several capacities, 
among them, Director, Younger Children in VBS, 
Director of Children’s Work in Sunday School, and 
President of the Minnie Belles (wives of pastors and 
staff members). 

The popularity of Harold Craig was greatly enhanced by the 
magnetic personality of his lovely wife who could move us to 
worship with song, especially in duet with Harold, and who could 
inspire us with the charm of Christian graces peculiar to only her. 
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Donald E. Greene 

District Attorney Donald E. Greene is the son of the late 
J. D. Greene who for thirty years was clerk of Hickory First 
Baptist Church, and who held the longest tenure of active service 
as a deacon in this church. Greene has followed in the footsteps 
of his father, serving on many committees, and he has been a 
deacon for twenty-eight years. 

Donald E. Greene was the first and only layman to serve as 
associational moderator, elected in 1960. In his two years as 
moderator, the association started four new churches, and em- 
ployed Miss Helen Cater as full-time promotional secretary. Very 
much at his suggestion the association decided to streamline the 
annual meetings, and held a one-day session October 19, 1961, at 
Penelope Church, and again October 25, 1961, at Warlick’s 
Church. It developed that two-day sessions were resumed, but 
the streamline idea was established. In these two years the as- 
sociation took a fresh sprint in the “race that is set before us.” 

The main stream of service in Greene’s activities has been in 
Brotherhood work. For the last twenty-eight years he has been 
busy in Brotherhood programs, heiping in step-by-step district 
meetings, leading in workshops, serving Region 8 as director, and 
assisting in many other ways. Also he was one of the organizers 
in the Baptist Lay Witness Foundation, a movement involving all 
our states and ministering to many nations. This movement is 
now twenty-two years old, and Greene has had a prominent part 
in working in several states. 

He has served our state convention on nominating committees 
to select trustees of institutions, has been secretary of North 
Carolina Baptist Men, a trustee of Gardner-Webb College, and 
state parliamentarian. Currently he is president of North Car- 
olina Baptist Men, and a member of the Brotherhood Com- 
mission (Southern Baptist Convention), Memphis, Tennessee. 

His lawyer friends refer to him as Mr. Theron Rankin Associ- 
ation. Let us with family pride refer to him as Brother Theron 
Rankin Association. 


Matt Hastings 
Warlick’s Church was established in 1854 by the late R. B. 
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Jones. Only one church in our association is older, the Corinth 
Church, established in 1840.19 at present James David Russell 
is pastor, having taken office September 17, 1978. He tells us 
that Warlick’s Church has mothered Penelope Church, the First 
Church of Icard, the Bethany Church (Hildebran First), and Oak 
Ridge Church in the South Mountain Association. 

Matt Hastings was pastor of Warlick’s Church from 1950 to 
1977, more than twenty-seven years. His long pastorate was 
blessed with a steady growth netting an increase of 307 members, 
from 68 when he took the church to 385 when he died. Hastings 
was interested in forward steps, study courses, Bible Schools, and 
other activities convention promoted. 

In a material way, he led the church in the erection of a new 
sanctuary in 1957, and in the purchase of an organ. Under his 
guidance the church cleared land adjacent to the church house 
and made it into a much needed parking lot. In 1974 the pas- 
torium was renovated. 

It was while he was in the pulpit, November 13, 1977, preach- 
ing on “How to Get Help” based on John 4:46-53, that the Lord 
sent for him, possibly with an invisible chariot like the visible one 
Elijah used, and quietly whisked him away, leaving his sermon 
unfinished. He died of a heart attack in the pulpit. Though the 
sermon was not finished, faithful members have been finishing 
it, not from a pulpit but from personal places of witnesses. This 
they do in honor of a beloved pastor who worked up to the very 
last minute of his life. 


Fritz Dean Hemphill 
In the Montford’s Cove Community of Rutherford County, 
North Carolina, Fritz Dean Hemphill was born September 4, 


104 ccording to Charles J. Preslar, Union Baptist Church was es- 
tablished in about 1815 by Hosea Holcombe of Virginia. He 
baptized Alexander Abernethy who was pastor for fifty years, 
beginning in 1817. This church was seemingly reorganized in 
1881 and took the name of Mountain Grove, but there are 
roots to Mountain Grove Church that reach back to 1815. 
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1904, He was ordained September 18, 1930, to the gospel 
ministry in Montford’s Cove Baptist Church where in youth he 
was baptized. His high school work was done at Round Hill 
Academy (RHA), a private school under the Home Mission 
Board, at Union Mills, North Carolina, some twelve miles from 
the home of George Hemphill, the father. Because of this dis- 
tance difficulty (!) he boarded at the school dining hall and had a 
dormitory room. 

This school property was bought by Jake Alexander, owner of 
Alexander Cotton Mills near Forest City, in about 1925, and 
used as a home for motherless children. The academy, however, 
did complete the spring term. The senior class was allowed to 
graduate in 1926 under the name of the academy, and Fritz 
Hemphill was in this class. Hemphill had a classmate at RHA 
whose family lived at Union Mills, and her name was Rose John- 
son until April 11, 1927 when it became Mrs, Fritz D. Hemphill. 
There were four children, all boys. Witty Fritz is known to have 
said when the last boy was born that when he and Rose got a 
good thing started it was hard to stop. These sons are George and 
Robert of Hickory, Eschol of Mooresville, and James of Winston- 
Salem. Hemphill completed the two years then offered at Win- 
gate College and went on to Wake Forest College where he grad- 
uated in 1936, a member of the Kappa Phi Kappa (honorary 
education) fraternity. 

The natural creative genius of this man led him io establish 
fifteen churches in our state, and Braggtown Church, Durham, 
was his masterpiece. His enthusiasm for Bible Study won for him 
the title Mr. Sunday School, and at one time, allegedly, he was 
recommended to be secretary of the Sunday School Department 
of our convention. His outstanding pastorate was with the West 
Hickory Church where he served as pastor for thirteen years. 
There he led in the erection of an elegant house of worship and a 
well departmentalized education structure. A new parsonage was 
built during his pastorate. In keeping with his Sunday School 
interests he initiated the Central Training School at Hickory 
which has drawn nation-wide attention. 

While at Wake Forest College, he taught a class in German for 
three years. Later he served as a trustee of this institution. For 
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four years he was a member of the general board of our state, 
and once he served as its president. Hemphill left the West Hick- 
ory Church in 1960 to become director of the Fruitland Baptist 
Bible Institute and Camp. In his four years there he directed an 
important building and renovating program on the campus. It is 
safe to say that in his seventy-four years he was never idle. And 
also it might well be said that those associated with him were 
never idle either. 

His ready wit and frank sincerity made him easy to under- 
stand and to appreciate. At the time of his death (car accident) 
he had dreamed of participating in the establishment of a pro- 
posed retirement village in Catawba County. After retiring from 
pastoral work, he continued to be active in pulpit, associational, 
and civic programs. Surely he was no stranger to the joys of his 
Lord when he entered them completely , November 8, 1978. Mrs. 
Hemphill has continued her residence in the home she and Fritz 
built for their retirement at 1221 12th Avenue, N.W., in Hickory. 


| William Carson Laney 

For nearly forty-nine years W. C. Laney was pastor of Brook- 
ford Church. With deep respect we could title the story of Mr. 
Laney as “Rags and Riches.” Born in Lincoln County, William 
Carson Laney grew up to manhood and married. He lost his wife 
and children in the first flu epidemic in 1917-18, and this severe 
jolt brought him to his knees and to God. He entered South 
Mountain Institute, Morganton, N. C., to learn to read and write, 
then entered Round Hill Academy at Union Mills, N. C., for 
“advanced” studies. There he met Miss Ethel Parker who was 
teaching French and Latin and occasionally math. Laney studied 
math under her. It is not known if he learned to love math, but 
it is certain that he learned to love his teacher. It was. June 26, 
1926, that this Meredith.graduate became the bride of Will Laney. 
- To this aspiring preacher Mrs. Laney made available all that her 
college diploma stood for. $o,on an academic level, we have the 
. union of rags and-riches. Laney, would not be offended with this 
comparison. In fact, he would chuckle with pride and amuse- 
ment if he could read this. 

In time Laney developed an enviable library, every book of 
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which he had read. He would write Mary Ascue at the Baptist 
Book Store in Raleigh for another book and she would have one 
picked out for him. He was unique — no one else in the world 
like him. He believed every Christian should tithe and therefore 
tithing to him was a requirement for church membership. He 
held strongly that every Baptist should belong to the Baptist 
Church nearest to him, geographically. As for race integration, 
he was ahead of his time, and practiced it in Brookford Church. 

In 1951 ‘“M” Night was held in the First Church of Newton. 
Brookford was asked to provide special choir music. Laney did 
not hesitate to send his choir and the choir director. This was 
not surprising except that the director was a black lady. Harding 
Caldwell was Training Union director for the association (South 
Fork) at that time. He and the associational missionary got some 
critical phone calls. 

While Mr. Lanéy was pastor often he had a week of Bible 
study for Blacks, Indians, and others at the Brookford Church. 
There was ample kitchen and dining room and beds were stored 
in the church building. Sunday School classrooms were convert- 
ed into dormitory space. On the faculty were men such as Dr. 
W. K. McGee of Baptist Hospital, a minister and an excellent 
teacher. 

For decades Brookford Church has led the state in per capita 
gifts to the Cooperative Program. To become a member of this 
church, Mr. Laney insisted that the member must tithe. Cer- 
tain of the distinctives of his ministries were not completely 
acceptable to some, but even so he was genuinely respected 
because of his consistency and sincerity. 

Mrs. Laney passed away July 25, 1976. When Laney was in 
school at the academy one day he led a teacher into a nearby 
woods to show him a stump. The importance of this stump was 
that it was his prayer altar. Every day he retreated to this seclud- 
ed place to pray. Later of course the stump gave place to a more 
dignified accommodation in his church. On December 12, 1976, 
Will Laney went out to talk to jesus, not at a stump, nor in the 
church, but at a place where he could talk to Jesus face to face, 
and be forever with our Lord. 

I was the teacher who was shown the stump. —A. A. W. 
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James Louis Price 

It would be appropriate to refer to Mr. Price as Mr. SBC Price, 
for he is very much denominationally minded. Born in Wilson 
County, February 1, 1893, J. Louis Price studied at Wake Forest 
College taking his degree in 1920. After teaching one year he 
went to Southern Seminary at Louisville, Kentucky, where he 
took a Th. M. degree in 1925. 

In 1941 he came to Penelope Church from the First Church of 
Siler City where he had served some six years. During his twelve 
years at Penelope Church he led in the building of a sanctuary 
and later in adding a spacious education plant. 

No association meeting was complete without his presence, 
and he served on numerous committees. In 1944 he brought the 
annual sermon for the South Fork Association, preaching at the 
First Church of Hickory. His last pastorate was in Dudley Shoals 
where he served three years. His interims include our Highland 
Church, Newton First, and Granite Falls First. In the state Mr. 
Price has been vice president of the Pastors Conference, a trustee 
of Chowan College, and a member of the program committee. 

Brother Price married Dora Mae Epley of Glenwood, near 
Marion, and she passed away in March of 1971. There are two 
sons, William R. who lives with his father in Hickory, and James 
L. who is a dentist in Hickory. In spite of painful arthritis, Mr. 
Price wears his 87 years with admirable dignity, and is dean of 
ministers in our association, being our oldest retired pastor. 


Albert Alba Young 

It was in 1951 that the Brown Memorial Church called Albert 
Young to her pastorate, and he took the work the 17th of 
December. He continued as pastor until July 7, 1978, serving a 
little more than twenty-six and a half years. In this period he 
led in many bold ventures, one of which was the “often im- 
possible” venture of changing the name of the church. Good 
old Brown Memorial gave way to Viewmont in 1953. 

Every year was a milestone of progress. Membership went 
roughly from 500 to 1300, and of this increase about 500 were 
baptized by Mr. Young. Total contributions for these twenty- 
five years was $2,978,000.00. In this period four building 
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programs were launched including a parsonage that was later 
sold. The Youngs now have their own estate in the Bethlehem 
Community. The church staff has grown from a one part-time 
secretary to a total of five. members, not including the kinder- 
garten workers. 

Mrs. Young was Arzilla Geouge and there were two children; 
Charles Roper, Hickory attorney, and Rebecca Abernethy, a 
Lincolnton teacher. Young studied at Mars Hill College and at 
Furman University for a degree. He did postgraduate study at 
Southeastern Seminary and at Southern Seminary. He came to 
Hickory from Winston-Salem where he pastored the Oaklawn 
Church for more than three years. He was born in Mitchell 
County, but he was baptized at Clinchfield Church, Marion, in 
1935, and there he was ordained March 24, 1940. 

In the Theron Rankin Association, Young has served as 
moderator, and he brought the annual sermon in 1960 at the 
East Hickory Church, While serving in many other capacities in 
our association, he has served our State Convention on the 
General Board being secretary of the Social Services Committee 
of that board. He has been a trustee for the Baptist Foundation, 
and a member of the Place and Preacher Committee (for the 
State Convention). In the TOGETHER WE BUILD program of 
the Stewardship Commission, Young and Viewmont Church 
take pride in their substantial participation. Total pledges to 
this cause amounted to $190,000.00. 

On retirement, Young became interim pastor of the First 
Church of Forest City, and as of June 30, he was still serving 
this interim. It appears that Brother Young retired in order to 
start to work again. Albert will always be Young, and Mr. Young 
seems to be capable of living up to his name. It is with pride 
we salute Albert Young as one of our past moderators and one 
of our time-tested pastors. 


FINALLY 
Not “The End,” but “To Be Continued” 


In discussing the death of Dr. Rankin, Mrs. Rankin is reported 
to have said, “‘He was just an ordinary man with the world in his 
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heart?’ To be a Theron Rankin Association we must be a hum- 
ble association with the world in our heart. We started out in 
that direction, we continued in that direction, let us take aim in 
that direction with Bold Missions as the bead on the barrel of our 
gun. If we load our gun with the good news of Jesus, the power 
of God unto salvation, like Dr. Rankin, we shall scatter shot all 
over the lost world. This would be living up to our name, and 
adjusting our labors to the directed will of God. Surely we have 
searched our past with an eye on the future. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


In 1966 Walker wrote a history of the First Baptist Church in 
Maiden, N. C., some 164 pages, titled ‘‘Maiden Footprints in 
Baptist Sands’’ to celebrate the seventy-fifth anniversary of this 
church. Alvin Alexander Walker was born in Shelbyville, Ten- 
nessee, February 8, 1902, attended Brandon Training School 
there, and graduated from Carson-Newman College, Jefferson 
City, Tennessee, in 1924. The next two years he taught Latin at 
Round Hill Academy, Union Mills, N. C., where he met Mary 
Sue Morgan of that town whom he married May 30, 1926. He 
was ordained in Shelbyville First Church, July 16, 1924, and did 
his first pastorate at the Round Hill Church. He volunteered 
from his last pastorate, the Bessemer Church, Greensboro, N. C., 
to become an army chaplain in World War II, commissioned in 
April of 1943. He was separated from service in December of 
1946 with the rank of major, and began work before his terminal 
leave was up as director of missions for South Fork Association. 
From there he retired, May 30, 1967, and has done since then 
ten interim pastorates. He lost his wife in October, 1970, and 
lives alone at Newton, N. C. 
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Rufus Knolan Benfield 

Unfortunately this story failed to get into the main manu- 
script. (I apologize — A.A.W.) More than any other, perhaps, 
Knolan Benfield promoted Theron Rankin Association. In a 
letter he writes: ‘‘Greetings to the Theron Rankin Association as 
you celebrate your twenty-fifth anniversary. I am grateful that 
I had the privilege of being in the old South Fork Association 
when it decided to form a new association. I am also grateful 
that the new association chose the name of our honored Baptist 
leader, Theron Rankin.’”’ It was Benfield who suggested our 
name at the Executive Committee, 11-29-56, which was heartily 
approved. 

Rufus Knolan Benfield was born February 10, 1908, at 
Drexel, N. C., baptized in August of 1919 by Rufus (note the 
name) Bradshaw, and ordained in June of 1934 by College 
Avenue Church, Lenoir. Finishing at Mars Hill and Wake Forest 
colleges, he took his Th. M. degree from Southern Seminary, 
Louisville, Kentucky. He has served as a trustee for Baptist 
Children’s Homes and Wake Forest University, and as a director 
of the Baptist Foundation. He served longer than any other on 
the Foreign Mission Board, fourteen years. 

Mrs. Benfield was Emma Margaret, daughter of Rev. Paul 
Hartsell and Mrs. Hartsell. She finished Fruitland Institute, Mars 
Hill and Meredith colleges, and did graduate work at the Louis- 
ville seminary. She was president of our State W.M.U., 1966- 
1971, vice president of the Southern W.M.U. Board for fourteen 
years and chairman of stewardship. Also she was a trustee of 
Mars Hill College. The Benfields moved to Morganton in 1957. - 
when Mr. Benfield became pastor of the First Church there. 
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